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Their names haven’t been made pub-
lic, but their accusations have been de-
scribed in graphic detail.

One woman was allegedly subjected
to sexual abuses in lieu of payments for
legal services by her attorney.

Another claimed she was fondled un-
der the table in court, then pressured to
share nude photos of herself.

Five women say they were sexually
assaulted by their lawyer Chad Sals-
man, who was elected Bradford County
District Attorney in 2019, and faces
criminal sex charges filed by Pennsylva-
nia’s Attorney General. Salsman, who
remains in office, has pleaded not guilty
to the charges.

Women who come forward with ac-
cusations of sexual assault face long-
lasting emotional challenges, say advo-
cates who specialize in helping victims
of sexual abuse and domestic violence,
especially as criminal cases proceed to-
ward a possible trial.

Feelings of shame, isolation and bro-
ken trust are common for victims, re-
gardless of whether their accusations
are ever made public. Advocates also
said these types of cases can sometimes
call into question victims’ credibility or
motivations for coming forward.

“It’s a whole traumatic experience, so
there’s always going to be triggers and
trauma reactions that might come out of
the blue,” said Amy Miller, executive di-
rector of the Abuse & Rape Crisis Center
in Bradford County, Pennsylvania.
“They need to know there’s people out
there who will believe them, to know
they’re not alone and there is non-judg-
mental support out there.”

The Abuse & Rape Crisis Center is-
sued a statement Feb. 6, calling for Sals-
man’s resignation after the charges
against him were announced. While
that has been echoed by other area
groups in Pennsylvania within the past
month, the Bradford County Bar Associ-
ation stated it “firmly believes in the rule
of law and has full faith in the judicial
system.”

What happens when a victim’s
story becomes public

Depending on the person, an arrest
that brings the victim’s accusations into
the public spotlight could have a varying
impact.

For some victims, having their accu-
sations reported by news outlets can
feel freeing in a sense, according to Kris-
ti Taylor, education director for the Ad-
vocacy Center in Tompkins County,
New York. It could feel healing that the
silence is broken and people know
about, but there are also victims who

want nothing of their story aired public-
ly.

“I think it really depends on what is
our community and cultural response,”
Taylor said, “and when that story
breaks, do people rally around the per-
son who has come forward even if they
don’t know who it is, or do they rally
around the person who has harmed
them?”

Although it’s the policy of the USA
TODAY Network not to identify victims
of sexual abuse or similar accusations
without their permission, not every ac-
cuser chooses to remain anonymous. In
New York, two former female aides have
come forward publicly to accuse Gov.
Andrew Cuomo of sexual harassment.

Former aide Charlotte Bennett told
the New York Times the governor had
asked her questions about her personal
life, such as whether age makes a differ-
ence in a relationship. Another former
aide, Lindsey Boylan, wrote a post on
the site Medium that said Cuomo sexu-
ally harassed her during her two-year
stint working in state government.

On Sunday, a third woman, Anna
Ruch, 33, told The New York Times that
Cuomo touched her bare back at a wed-
ding reception. When she removed his
hand from her back, Cuomo called her
“aggressive” and put both of his hands
on her cheeks and asked to kiss her,
Ruch told the paper.

Regardless of whether accusers’
names are published or their identities
remain shielded, advocates work with
victims of crimes to plan for their per-
sonal welfare, a fire drill of sorts, to pre-
pare for the eventuality of their accusa-
tions becoming public:

h What are the support networks?
h Does the victim feel the story is ad-

equately and accurately reported?
h Is there victim-blaming on social

media, and does the person have a way

to turn off those outlets, or have them
screened?

“For anyone, we want to prepare
them for that public exposure and that
we’ve actually talked through and
they’re able to come up with some plans
for how to take care of themselves,” Tay-
lor said. “And we ask ourselves, what
would we hope someone would do for
us, if we were in that situation?”

What the accusations say in
Bradford DA case

The five women who came forward
did not know each other and indepen-
dently told similar stories of Salsman’s
conduct toward them, said Pennsylva-
nia Attorney General Joshua Shapiro.
He said Salsman zeroed in on those cli-
ents because they were vulnerable,
lacking financial resources and facing
difficult charges.

Salsman reportedly had sex with the
women on his office desk and then di-
rected them to his private bathroom to
clean up, according to court documents.

In one case, Salsman allegedly sexu-
ally assaulted a woman whom he knew
had been the victim of a prior violent
rape.

In another instance, Salsman is ac-
cused of sexually assaulting a female
client who faced incarceration if he did
not help her.

Another woman claimed Salsman
touched her inappropriately during ac-
tive court proceedings.

Salsman allegedly directed the wom-
en not to tell anyone about the assaults,
and in one case, even suggested to one
of the women that she should not coop-
erate with the attorney general’s inves-
tigation, court documents said.

Members of Salsman’s former staff
testified to the grand jury that Salsman
went to great lengths to keep his inter-

actions with clients secret from his as-
sistants, including legal secretaries who
had access to all client information. He
also asked secretaries to play music to
drown out anything that might have
been happening in his office, according
to court documents.

How advocates help victims move
forward

There is no “right path forward” that
works for everyone, according to vic-
tims’ advocates. Instead, they describe
it as often being more beneficial for vic-
tims to talk through their options.

For some victims, it could mean ther-
apy.

Others are steered toward support
groups among people who have similar
experiences, in order to heal emotional-
ly.

And there’s also victims who find
their solace through the criminal justice
system. 

The perspective of many advocates,
Taylor said, is that “I want to give you
some control back” and let those people
guide their own path. 

But one of the obstacles in helping
victims, Miller said, is navigating
around a perception they might form
that the legal system could be stacked
against them, particularly when their
stories could come under scrutiny in
court. 

That is why crime victim advocates
focus their efforts often independently
of how the legal system unfolds, wheth-
er there is a conviction or not.

“When people feel it’s going to re-
main confidential, that’s encouraging
for them and that doesn’t change, re-
gardless of how a criminal case is decid-
ed,” Miller said. “A victim remains a vic-
tim.”

Follow Anthony Borrelli on Twitter
@PSBABorrelli. 

What’s next for victims in sex assault cases?
Advocates say there is no
right path to move
forward, but there is help
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A Pennsylvania state trooper escorts Bradford County District Attorney Chad
Salsman into Magisterial District Court in Towanda on Feb. 3 for his initial
arraignment on sexual assault and other charges. WENY-TV

Where crime victims can
get help
Here are some programs around the
region available to help victims and how
to reach them:

h Abuse and Rape Crisis Center of
Bradford County, Pennsylvania:
570-265-5333.

h The Advocacy Center in Tompkins
County: 607-277-5000.

h The 24-hour Binghamton-area Crime
Victims Assistance Center Crisis Line:
607-722-4256, available seven days a
week.

h The First Step Victim Services
Program is available in Chemung and
Schuyler counties by calling its 24/7
Hotline: 607-742-9629.

h The Chemung County Safe Harbour
Program: 607-737-2907. 

h The Sexual Assault Resource Center,
which serves Chemung, Steuben and
Schuyler counties: 1–888–810–0093.

The COVID-19 pandemic has “devas-
tated” Community College of Beaver
County’s enrollment and staffing, the
school's president, Roger Davis, told
Pennsylvania lawmakers Monday. 

Davis testified before the state’s
House Appropriations Committee in fa-
vor of increased 2021-22 funding for
two-year colleges. He joined Pennsyl-
vania Commission for Community Col-
leges President Elizabeth Bolden, West-
moreland County Community College
President Tuesday Stanley and John
"Ski" Sygielski, president of HACC,
Central Pennsylvania's Community
College. 

Workforce development and techni-
cal education are vital now more than
ever, administrators testified, as thou-
sands of Pennsylvanians face unem-
ployment and job insecurity. CCBC, for
example, has crafted programs specifi-
cally designed to prepare local resi-
dents for jobs with Shell, Nova Chem-
icals and other energy/manufacturing
companies in the region. 

Gov. Tom Wolf ’s proposed 2021-22
budget would provide the state’s 14 ex-
isting community colleges with the
same level of funding as last year – di-
recting $245 million in operating ap-
propriations to the institutions. A $1.4
million increase from last year would be
directed to a new community college in
Erie. 

The commission is asking for an ad-

ditional $15 million in combined oper-
ating and capital appropriations to as-
sist students and faculty with unex-
pected expenses related to COVID-19. 

“We had to furlough approximately
one-third of our workforce,” Davis said
Monday. “We’ve laid off 10% of our full-
time workforce and have lost over 200
students. It’s been pretty devastating to
our institution.”

Colleges now face sizable financial
challenges, including additional costs
of implementing new safety measures
and remote learning – most are seeing
less revenue in room and board, Bolden

said. The unexpected costs of providing
students with laptops, broadband ac-
cess and other necessary resources is
another hit, she said. 

Nearly half of Pennsylvania commu-
nity college students are considered
low-income, coming from families
earning less than $30,000 annually,
Bolden told lawmakers. Students can
save “at least $20,000 on the cost of
higher education, reducing their overall
student debt,” she said. 

Technical fields that require inten-
sive instruction with industry-stan-
dard equipment are especially difficult

to maintain without public investment,
she added. 

Davis said some CCBC students sim-
ply lack the support and technology
needed to learn during a pandemic,
something he expects will continue in
the coming year.

“COVID impacted the poorest stu-
dents...this is the population that is suf-
fering the most,” he said. “They can no
longer take care of their children, try to
find employment, try to take care of
their parents and still sustain. So, what
we’re predicting is students will move
to a much more part-time basis. It will
be a slower drive to the ultimate goal of
some type of credential.”

The commission also asked lawmak-
ers to consider establishing a statewide
dual enrollment or early college pro-
gram and authorize community col-
leges to award bachelor's degrees. 

Davis spoke of the hurdles many
community college students face when
trying to transfer to four-year universi-
ties. It’s sometimes easier to transfer
out of state, Bolden said, because Penn-
sylvania universities don’t have a
streamlined mechanism for accepting
community college credits. 

“To be able to successfully transfer
to four-year institutions we had to cre-
ate 600 individual articulation agree-
ments and keep them current,” Davis
said. “The process is very difficult.”

Many colleges are still awaiting fed-
eral CARES and other allocated funds,
but leaders say need far outweighs re-
sources.

“These are dire times,” Davis said. 

CCBC’s Davis speaks in favor of more state funds
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The COVID-19 pandemic has “devastated” Community College of Beaver
County’s enrollment and staffing, president Roger Davis told Pennsylvania
lawmakers Monday. SUSAN HAMILTON/CCBC


