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STUDENT AFFAIRS continued

Laura Carr has started a new position as an academic advisor at North Campus. She has worked at CCAC since 2023 in 
the Enrollment Services Department. Carr earned her bachelor’s degree in exercise science from West Virginia University 
and her master’s degree in school counseling from Loyola University. Carr has more than 20 years of professional school 
counseling and customer service experience. Stop by and welcome Carr to her new role at North Campus.   
Anne DeFazio has joined CCAC as an interim career specialist at North Campus. Before this role, DeFazio worked as a 
Placement Testing Center assistant at Allegheny Campus and as a volunteer coordinator for a local nonprofit. Originally 
from Ohio, DeFazio moved to Pittsburgh to attend Chatham University, where she earned a dual major in film & digital 
technology and political science. DeFazio later decided to explore her interest in social work by taking classes at CCAC 
and eventually earning her master’s degree in social work at Slippery Rock University, where she first began working 
with students to build their career skills. DeFazio is passionate about student success and is dedicated to helping students 
achieve their academic and career goals while fostering supportive relationships. She looks forward to getting to know 
more members of the CCAC community. Outside of work, she enjoys tending to her community garden plot, hiking 
with friends and volunteering with Girls+ Rock! Pittsburgh as a member of the board of directors.

Kristin Spiker Presents at AACC Conference
In April, Kristin Spiker joined several colleagues from CCAC at the American Association of Community Colleges 
(AACC) Annual Conference in Nashville, Tennessee. Dean Spiker co-presented with Tara Zirkel, Education Advisory 
Board (EAB) strategic research director, to showcase CCAC’s advising redesign initiative, which officially launched in 
the fall 2024 semester. Their presentation highlighted the college’s shift to a caseload advising model for new students 
and the integration of key features from the EAB platform. The session also gave Dean Spiker valuable insights into how 
other institutions leverage the Navigate system to engage students and remove barriers to their success proactively.

Campus Cupboards Expand Offering with New Grant
Did you know that CCAC offers Campus Cupboards at all four campus locations 
and at each of our centers? These cupboards are open to everyone—students, faculty, 
administrators and staff—and provide access to essential food and household items.
The Campus Cupboards offer a variety of food items, like canned fruits, vegetables, 
frozen chicken, ground beef, fish, cereal, instant potatoes, rice and more. Additionally, 
they also stock nonfood essentials, including toilet paper, paper towels, tissues, 
toothpaste and dish soap.
To expand the offerings at the Campus Cupboards, CCAC applied for—and 
was awarded—a Hunger-Free Grant. This grant, in partnership with the Greater 
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank, will allow the Campus Cupboards to offer fresh 
produce monthly at every campus and center.
In addition, we’re introducing Grab n’ Go options to help those who need a quick 
bite during the day. Each Campus Cupboard will receive a new refrigerator and 
microwave to support this initiative. Grab n’ Go items include microwaveable meals, 
yogurt, cheese sticks, granola, tuna and chicken packets, nuts, trail mix, and other 
healthy snacks.
Access Schedule:
•	 Grab n’ Go items: available every Tuesday and Wednesday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
•	 Fresh produce: available at least once a month on Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Remember, no one at CCAC should ever go hungry. Visit the Campus Cupboard Monday through Thursday from  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. If there is a need outside of the Campus Cupboards’ hours of operation, contact a resource navigator 
or dean for help.
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